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J. H. Kennard Winter 1975 I hope to include more complete data on game birds, as well as the corrections and additions that I feel sure will be pointed out to me after publication of this list, in a later supplementary list.
The following table is a summary of my compiled data on longevity in wild North American birds. The species are listed in order according to the 1957 edition of the AOU Check-list. I have included, wherever possible, the following data: band number, date, age, sex, who and where banded; date, how, who and where of last recovery; reference and estimated minimal age (EMA). I have used codes according to the Bird Banding Manual, and abbreviations as listed below:
Dates EMA: I have arbitrarily chosen to give all birds a hatching date in June, except those banded as hatching year birds before that month. I realize that this is not entirely accurate, but feel it will give a more valid comparison than to consider a bird one year old Vol. 46, No. 1 Longevity in N. A. Birds [57 on 1 January. Thus a bird banded in one year, and recovered over 10 years later in February, would be considered to be 10 years and eight months old, whether banded as a nestling in June, or as a juvenile in December, and EMA recorded as 10-08. Because even hummingbirds apparently have a life span of at least five years, I have not included records of birds less than four years old.
A complete list of acknowledgments is obviously not practical at this time because it would have to include all those whose records are marked "PC" for personal communication on the list, plus the many others whose records have been sent to me but did not qualify for the list.
Special thanks are due to the late E. Alexander Bergstrom, without whose help the project would never have got off the ground; to Fred Schaeffer and Harvey Farber of EBBA News for their cooperation, and their files on the subject; to the editors of the regional publications; to Dr. Mary Clench, of Carnegie Museum for the files from Powdermill and other helpful suggestions and criticisms; to the staff of Manomet Bird Observatory for their cooperation; to LeRoy Wilcox for his file on shorebirds; to Deborah Howard, Charles Blake, and other officers of NEBBA for their support; to Dr. W. Rydzewski, editor of The Ring for copies of his data; to George Jonkel and his staff at the Bird Banding Laboratory for their help, and especially to Chandler S. Robbins for editing, criticism, and help in preparing this paper; to our editor Dr. David W. Johnston; and lastly to my wife for her patience, help and encouragement.
The list itself is perhaps incomplete and will rapidly become obsolete. Therefore, anyone able to furnish corrections or additions should please send complete data to me. 
